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A accurate Defeription aof the Lake of Geneva, not long fince made by 4 per-

Jon that had vifired it dyverstimes in the ploafanteft [eafon of the year 5 and

communicated o she Publifber by one of his Parifian Correfpondents: En.

glifyd as followeth :
O U have reafon, Sir,to demand of mean account of the Lake of
Genova, which, inmy opinion, about this feafon of che year (in
fune) isone of the moft pleafant places of the world. This is the third
time I have vifited it,and I am,if I may fay fo, more charmed with it
than the firlt.

1fhail fay nothing of the Alpes,nor of mount Fura, which do envi-
ron it, whichby this Lake as by a large Ditch are feparated from one
another : for that would not give you a fufhciently fair ideaof the
€ountry.Be pleafed therefore to reprefent unto your felfa Croiffang
of water, one extremity whereof is eighteen leagues diftant from the
other,and the banks of which are gently raifed to fome hights, then to
collines,and at length to ftupendious mounrains ; which yet are not
fo linked to one another but that they leave betwixt them interftices of
fifteen or twenty leagues profpeds,checkered by medows,corn-fields,
orchards, vines, Forefts of Fir-trees,” Snow lying on the fides of the
Rocks, All thefe objeéts, which at a diftance are confounded, and feem
to make but one,have near hand their feveral beauties : So well is the
Country interfected byRivolets,which,after they have ferved to make
Iron,Paper,&c ; runinto the Lake, carrying with them very many
fountains.

But leaving thefe things, I fkall now content my felf to entertain
your Curiofity by giving yon a candid relation of what I have there
obferved in the fpaceof four months.

Although I have told you, that this Lake hath the figure of 2 Croif-
fant yet that point,where is Geneva,is fomewhat longer and more ex-
tended than the other. This Croiffant where *tis Jargeft, which is from
Moarges to Thonon,is about_ five good leagues over, That which hinders
from making an exa& eftimate of its largene(s in other places, is, that
the Winds by driving the water toward the banks have made certain
points, which advance far into the Lake, infuch fort that when one
happens to be oppofite to the other, the Lake feems to be narrow: As
may be obferved in going from Geneva to Nion, where it feems as if the
Pharus or Watch-tower of Prangin,which is in Suifle, did almoft tonch
Savoy , whereas yetoncis a league diftant from the other. And,whit
is remarquabie,is,that ar the coming out of this Straight,the Lake hath
there almoft its greateft breadch and depth. '

The water of this Lake is very good to drink, and ever fo limpid
that even in the roiing of the waves,which fometimes go high enough,
the water is not troubled but along the banks, And if one do atcen:i?e:
ly look down from the Caftle of Chilon or from any of the reighbour-
ing hightsinr~ i~ the h~ttom of che Lake, he may {ee high mountains
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under the water. And the water is fo deep before Pewsvay, that the
founding line at the end of four hundred fathoms feems becaufe it'will
not ftay,to touch upon fomething flippery.’Tis beld to be 500 fathoms
deep before Reole ;, and’tis affirmed, that near this gredr depth there
may be feen a kind of /fle under water.

The Rhong enters at one of the points of the Croifflant into the Lake,
and iffueth out at the other ; but with this difference, that whereas he
comes in dirty and miry,he ever goes out fo pure and clear that under
the bridge of Geneva, where the water is deep twenty five feet in fum-
mer youmay well difcernthe fmalleft ftones at the bottom.  And the
fame water,which in this place appears of a Saphyrin blew in the fhade
of the Houfes,appears altogether green, nor is {0 tranfparent, when
the Sun fhines on it.

There is a great diverfity of opinions as to the Current of the Rhone
in the Lake 3 fome maintaining, that ir may be difcerned,others de-
nying it,Having heard the fentiments of the Curious of Lau/anne and
Geneva,and the opinions of the moft knowing Eilhermen that are there
in great number, and efpecially at.Comper, 1 believe with the latter 5
That,although the Rhone entring into the Lake loofeth its violence;
yet doth e ftil] keep fome {enfible motion in fome places, and ever
where obfervable,and that no Troutsare taken any'where-in this Lake
but in this Currenc of the. Rhone.5 which is what thefe Fifhermen call,
to-go and filh fur le mont, '

Otliers there are,that go further and fay,that one may every where
diftinguifh the water of the Lake from that of the Rhone : But the
Fithermen will not allow this,. but:affert, thatthere is no other mark
thanthofe lately alledged, viz. of the Trouts, and the Currenty and
thatthe latter of thefe isafone fufficient, in calm weather, to-obferve
the Current of the Rhone from the place of his entring the Lake unto
that of his going out.

The water of this Lake commonly begins to increafe about the end
of Fannary,or the beginning of February,and continues to do fo unto
the twentieth of Fx/y,and often unto the very month of Augyft . and
then it infenfibly decreafeth, fo.that the water is lefs highin winter
than- fummer by 12.or 15 feer 5 the frofts draining the Springs, orra~
ther freczing the waters that ifiue out of them..

Abeut ttis Increafe of the water there'are alfo “different opinions?
’Tis true,they all believe in general,rhat.the principal caufe of the in-
creafe of the water is the melting of the Snow, and-of the mountanous
Ice,thatis in the winter formed of the waters of the Springsand Tor-
rents,which the froft fixeth, This is {o true, that'when there is much
{fnow in winter, the watersure very high the enfuing Summer. But
when great Rains chance to faii in fanuary,then the Snow, notyet be-
ing well bardned, melteth on a{udden altogether. And when thic
melting is not fo violenc,all the Snow;thacwill melg,-melts at the end
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of M.y or at the beginning of 7use  fo that, there remaining but the
ftock of Tce for entertaining the increafe of the water unto the monch
of Arguff, fomehave thence been induced to fay, thacr this increafe,

whicl amounts, as hath been faid, to15. fect water generally all over
the Lake,is caufed by the herbs,growing,as they pretend,acics bottom
in great abundance 5 and that chefe herbs, whilit growing, do force
the water upwards,and dying in autumn muke the water to (ink lower.

Which is not fatisfaory to me,becaufe there are no herbs feen upon

the Lake, and very little within it, and the banks being very
dry.

{)thcrs there are,that will have this water rarified by the heat of the
Sun,and thereupon {welled on the borders,hot water not being fo high
in the middle as cold.

This is certain, thac all the rivers and torrents, that fall inco this
Lake,carry with them flore of ftones and carth, which may indeed en-
large and raife it Buc fuch an augmentation or rife cannot be fen-
fible but from age toage ; nottomention, thatin winter, whillt she
water is low the ftones of the Lake are carried away for building or
fortifying at Geneva,

Atthe tifuing out of the barres that forme Gexeva,on the fide of the
Lake,are feen in the water two orthree hugellints,ftanding out of the
water ; the chiefof which they call Niros : And the tradition is, that
it formerly wasan Altar confecrated to Neprane ; there being alfo a
place cut out in the middle,which they take to have been the place for
the facrifice. On this Flint feven or eight perfons can fit3 and fome-
times,when the waters are very low, there are found about it knives,
and needles as thick as bodkins of tweefes, and much longer 4 both of
brafs well enough made, and efteemed to have ferved for the facrifices.

This Lake in ferene and calm weather appears fometimes , and that
even before Sun-riling,as if it were made of divers pieces, differently
coloured 5 part of it being browner thanthe reft : which feems to be
caufed by abreath ofwingpaﬂing thorow the water, coming either
from the botrom of the Lake,or from above 5 though others think this
gentle agitation to proceed from fome fprings thar are at the bottom,
making the water hiver above,But that part of the water, that is not
moved, appears aseven and fmooth as a looking-glafs, orlike water
traced by athip. And as for the Colors, they are, in my opinion, an ef-
fe&t oi'the neighbouring mountains the ditferent images of which, be-
ing confounded in che water,make an appearance of very pale colours,

After that the Rhone is entred into the Lake, be retakes not bis ing-
petuous courle b_cforc aquarter of a mile'sdittance from ics cuming
forth again,that is,above Gerevar.  And the nearer he comes to thar

1 own,the more his bed becoms narrow | and confequentiy his courfe
more rapid. Yeothis rapidnefs hath been in our timies once furmoun.
ted by wipd,and once by water. To underftand which, you may fia-

Eccee 2 giae,
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gine,that in Geseva there is a ftreak of Land about an hundred fathoms -
iong, which divides the Rhone into two parts, pafling under four:
bridges, then cover’d with houfes. From the point of this Ifle unto fe-
veral ranks of {takes on that (ide of the Town there are about a thou-
{and common paces. This whole fpace of water, which makes the fi.
gurc ofan V (whereofthe Ifle isthe point, and the Town formes the
fides 5 and the ftakes the empty place of the end,) hath been once laid
dry by a violent wind, after this manner. Oneday inthe winter of
the 7ear 1645, there arofe in the morning about o a clock fo furious
a2 wind, that not only it uncovered the houfes, but alfo laid dry the-
bed of the Rhone above the bridges, fo that many,in the view of all the
town, croiled quite over itdry-foot, «nd one of the fonsof M, D’ A»-
bigny took up fome medals,which he found in his way. This paffage was
freeduring an hourstime 3 at the end of which the Rivers retook irs.
courfe. At that(eafon the water being very low,and a welt-wind, to-
arrive at Geneve,being preiled by the high mountains, thatbring it up-
on the town as by the nofe of a pair of bellows 5 it came to pafs, thag-
that wind did violently bear upon the water near the faid bars_‘keeping .
fufpended the water that was beyond,and thofe waters,that were be-
neath,running away downwards by a declivity, and underthe fhelter -
of the houfes, Whil{t T was {crupling at this relation, they brought me-
Gallafins his Commentary upon Exedus printed 1560 5 where *tis re-
corded,that the Jike accident had faln out at Geneva at the time when -
that Minifter lived there,a South. weflt- wind having raade the Rhone -
to recoile into the Lake,and many pecple having thereupon pafled o-
ver dry for an hours time,

Concerning the other accident ; you may remember, thae:
the river Arve, whichis a kind of Torrent, falls into the Rhone,
about 2 1000 paces beneath Geneva. In the month of December in the
Year 2652. the faid Arve did fo extraordinarily fwell, that not only
itover. run its banks with impetnofity,but alfo interrupted the courfe
ofthe Rhone, and forced itto re-enter into the Lake for the fpace of
fourteen hours 3 though fome doefteem, that the Arve dif-gorged it
felf for that time into the Lake,by:palling over the water of the Rhone,
which,in their opinion, continued bis courfe under the water of the
Arve. Howsever, the water was feen at Geneva to re:enter into the
Lake,

Butto conclude,thic Lake doth very much abound in Fith y but that
which is obfervable is, thar thofe Fifhes have 'as’twere cantonized
themfeives,and 2iviad the L-ke among{ them, The T#outs are notto
te fou-d tliere,bui as hath heen already mentioned, in the Current of
the Rhone: the Carps ha< o maken up their quarter towards Fesvay « the
Pihes . d Pearches aave wifo their habitations apart.  But fome other
£ith that are bur paffer zers, notliving conftantly in the Lake, fpread
themGlves almolt every wherg indifferentiy,
PR
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The great Trouts pafs out of the Lake for four months of the Sum.
mer,and are taken in autumn when they are returning thither. The
Fithing is farmeé. outat Gensva , and there are Confervatories where
many of thofe big Trouts are kept, among which there are fome that
weigh fifty pounds.Sometimes they catch Pikes there of eighty pounds
weight; and a pound weight at Geneva you know to be eighteen
ounces, ,

Inthe months of 7xly and Augaft they fifh there for the Fry of
Pearches, at atime when they are no bigger than the fmalleft taggs.
Thelz area very delicious difh, there called Mille.Cantons.

I fhall add no more than put you in mind of that Duke of Savsy,
who renounced his Crown and the Poatificat it felf to pafs delicion-
fly the relt of hisdayes at Ripailles,where he made [0 good cheer to all
ehat vilited him,that,to exprels a very merry entertainment, they fay
Ll faire Repailles.

An Accomt of fome Bioks.

1, LUX Mathematica,Collifionibns Johannis Walliiii §.7h D. ¢ Tho-
ma Hobbelli Malmesburienfis excufa: Multis & fulgentiffimss anila ra-
wizs, Antn. R R Adjunitad Cenfura Dollvine Wallilianz de Libra, snd
cum Rofero Hobbeni, Londini,pre Guil.Crook iz wiss vecato withour
Temple-bar, 1672. 314",
~He Author of this Book dedicated to the Royal Society, having

toid the Reader in the Preface that he hath deduced the rife and
occalion of the Difputes betwixt Dr.#allis and Mr. Hobbes, and com-
mended the many and difficult Propoiitions and Demonftrations, faid
to be advanced by the latter of them,and compared therewith thofe of

Dr.wallss y havingalfo {ubjoined in the fume the things that by M,

Hobbes are judged manifeft : Proceeds in the Body of the book to the

Controverlies themfelves 3 endeavouring ro vindicate Mr. Hobbes’s

Aflertions from the Objections of Dr.#allis, particularly thofe, that

were publithed in N°. 73, and 75. of thele Zranfuitions 5 which Month-

ly Papers,(to touch thatby the by, ) this Author, by a great miftake,
calls p. 36.the Tranfaitions of the R.Socicty ; wheiessthey are notori-
oully compofed by a Single Perfon, who ha.f uet only declared fo

much in feveral places of thefe Trails, and moi folemnly in N° 12,

p.213,214; but alfo adds his very narie to them inthe Dedications

of every years volume.

The Controveriies, by the Author enumerated, are13.

1. De Ratwonum calcuio ver magas‘tﬁ:é{:ﬂe; Tafratas

2. De fgnificasn vocss Rationis avies Mtvematicss. v

3. De Ratisne reltanguls ad Parabolam, ad Purabolocides folidum, ad Pa-
rabolam Cabicalem, G &4 alias Figuras (5] infiriptas,

4 Utrnm Numeri guadeaii racis eadom 5t cam VIGUre guadrata lazere.

5. -De Pantto,de Liagituaine fue Livizadine s G an Angnlus femi-civenis
fit rectus ¢



